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HONORING JOSEPH A. ZACCAGNINO

FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO
THE COMMUNITY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Ms. DELAURO. Ms. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to rise today to honor one of
New Haven’s most respected community lead-
ers. Today, the Connecticut Anti-Defamation
League will honor Joseph Zaccagnino with the
1999 Greater New Haven Torch of Liberty
Award.

Through his leadership as President and
Chief Executive Officer of Yale-New Haven
Hospital and the Yale New Haven Health Sys-
tem, Joe Zaccagnino has significantly im-
proved and enhanced the health care services
available to our community. Yale-New Haven
Hospital is an internationally renowned med-
ical center, no doubt due in part to his talented
leadership.

The face of health care in New Haven has
changed for the better under Joe’s direction.
We have witnessed the opening of the Yale-
New Haven Children’s Hospital, the creation of
six school-based health clinics, a substantial
investment in AIDS care services, and the pro-
vision of over $27 million in free health care
annually. The number of people who have
benefitted from Joe’s commitment to health
care is incalculable. It is rewarding for all of us
to know that because of his work, thousands
of children and people in need are receiving
the care they deserve.

Among his most significant accomplish-
ments, Joe led the development of the Yale
New Haven Health System, Connecticut’s
largest and most comprehensive integrated
health care provider and financing system.
The entire region is now able to benefit from
a broad range of quality, comprehensive
health care services, ranging from primary
care to long-term and home health services.
Joe is widely recognized as an expert in our
community in developing and implementing
successful health care policy. He has a vision
that is balanced with the skill and expertise to
carry it through.

Joe has also demonstrated his deep com-
mitment to the Greater New Haven community
through his service to a variety of local organi-
zations. He is a former board member of the
United Way, the YMCA of Greater New
Haven, and the International Special Olympics
Summer Games and currently serves on the
Boards of the University of Hospital Consor-
tium, National Committee for Quality Health
Care, New Haven Regional Leadership Coun-
cil, and New Haven Savings Bank. Joe spear-
headed an innovative initiative pairing the City
of New Haven and Yale University with the
Anti-Defamation League to extend cultural di-
versity training programs into the community.

It is with great pride that I rise today to
honor my good friend Joseph Zaccagnino for
his outstanding service as he receives the
1999 Greater New Haven Torch of Liberty
Award. His dedication to quality health care
and service to the community is an example to
us all. I join family, friends and the city of New
Haven to congratulate Joe for this honor. I
wish him continued success and prosperity,
and thank him for the difference he has made
in our community.
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CELEBRATES 125 YEARS
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate and celebrate the Queen Esther
Chapter No. 1, Order of the Eastern Star,
Prince Hall Affiliation, of the District of Colum-
bia, on the occasion of its 125th birthday.

The Queen Esther Chapter No. 1, Order of
the Eastern Star, Prince Hall Affiliation, is a fe-
male organization that is part of Free Ma-
sonry, and was the first Eastern Star Chapter
for women of color. It is a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to community involvement and
improvement, the provision of scholarships for
our youth, support of our public schools, and
service to the indigent. The chapter was orga-
nized in the home of its founder, Sister
Georgiana Thomas, on December 1, 1874 by
Brother Thornton A. Jackson, Pythagoras
Lodge No. 9., F. and A.M., who received the
Degree of Adoptive Rite of the Eastern Star
from Brother C.B. Case, a deputy and agent
of Robert McCoy, 33°, the Supreme Patron of
the Rite of Adoption of the World. The chap-
ter’s first Worthy Matron was Sister Martha
Welch and the first Worthy Patron was Brother
Thornton A. Jackson.

In 1875, Pythagoras Lodge No. 9, F. and M.
presented the chapter with its first badges,
known as Rosettes, emblems of power, honor,
and ability. W.P. Thornton A. Jackson wished
the chapter success and prosperity, and ad-
monished the members to wear the badges
with dignity, keeping ever before them the
memory of the five heroines, Adah, Ruth, Es-
ther, Martha, and Electa. Queen Esther Chap-
ter was under the complete directives of
Pythagoras Lodge No. 9 from 1874 until 1892,
when the Georgiana Thomas Grand Chapter
was organized.

The history of Queen Esther Chapter is rich
in tradition and honors. The first among them
being Sister Georgiana Thomas, P.M., after
whom the Georgiana Thomas Grand Chapter
was named, Sister Marie I. Smith for whom
the Marie I. Smith Court of Cyrenes was
named, and Phyllis S. Byrd, P.M. who became
P.G.W.M., P.I.G.M., and after whom the Phyl-
lis S. Bird Youth Fraternity was named.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the Members of this
body to join me in wishing the Queen Esther
Chapter No. 1, Order of the Eastern Star,
Prince Hall Affiliation, a future that is as glo-
rious as its past.
f

IN MEMORY OF FR. ALCUIN
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Father Alcuin Mikulanis,
Associate Pastor of St. Stanislaus Church in
Slavic Village.

Father Alcuin, as he was known to the
many parishioners he served, had ministered

in the Cleveland area since 1984. During
these years, he was well known in the Polish
community not only as a compassionate and
dedicated Pastor, but also as an accomplished
singer. In fact, he was frequently called to sing
introductory prayers and benedictions at meet-
ings and gatherings.

Fr. Alcuin was a man of many talents, and
he shared them graciously with his parish-
ioners in the several states where he served.
For example, from 1958 to 1962, in addition to
being Vocations Director of his Franciscan
Province, he was Director of a Polish radio
program entitled ‘‘Christ the King Hour.’’ Re-
cordings of Polish folk songs and Christmas
carols from this program is still in high de-
mand after 40 years. While serving as Chap-
lain at St. Joseph Hospital in Meridian, MS
from 1963–1966, he was involved in the civil
rights activities of the time.

In Ohio, he served as Chaplain of the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph of the Third Order of St.
Francis at Marymount Convent. Later, as As-
sociate Pastor of the historic St. Stanislaus
Church, he was able to focus directly on the
Polish ministry of his new parish. Fr. Alcuin
witnessed the completion of one of his dreams
last year with the restoration of St. Stanislaus
Church on its 125th anniversary as a parish.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring the memory of Fr. Alcuin.
f
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
acknowledge the accomplishments of a dedi-
cated group of young men who worked to-
gether in the true spirit of sportsmanship to
achieve a long-awaited goal.

The group is the Oakland High School foot-
ball team of Murfreesboro, TN. The goal the
team achieved is winning the State 5–A foot-
ball championship this past season.

These men of Oakland High trained vigor-
ously and played tirelessly. They deserve rec-
ognition for a job well done.

I congratulate each team member, head
coach Marty Euverard, assistant coaches
Donnie Webb, Lebron Ferguson, Mike
Cantrell, Mark Burke, Joey Freeman, Chuck
Swafford, Todd Williamson, managers Alicia
Garcia, Laura Austin, Katie Wright, Amanda
McDougal, Matt Bingham, trainer Mike Gross,
video technician Brian Josey, the team doctors
and school Principal Ken Nolan. I know they
won’t soon forget this milestone.

The players are true champions. They are
Alvin McDermott, Jeremy Harrison, Dejuan
Hathaway, Kendrick Roper, Decarlos Carneal,
Roland Ogletree, Trey Mosby, James Smith,
Robbie Knight, Wardell Alsup, Desmond
Rhodes, Matt King, Victor Stevenson, Mark
Drew, Colby Wright, B.J. Malone, Mario Lyles,
Derrick Savannah, Tee Thompason, Aaron
Wells, Freddie King, Cory Hixson, Chad
Pfalmer, Mason Jones, Jamie Malletta, Jeff
Weaver, Chris Counts, Gabriel Batten, Essex
Johnson, Jeff Atkins, Greg Spray, Justin
Hutchins, Chris Parrot, Newt Ealy, Jeremy
Spivey, Josh Peay, Mitch Welborne, Tommy
Lawwell, Jeff Harvey, Dustin Griswold, Troy
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